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CONFIDENTIAL LAGOS 5801 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINS, MPOL, NI 

SUBJECT: ABISOYE ON RUMOR MONGERS 

REF: (A) KADUNA 514 AND PREVIOUS, (B) LAGOS 4375 

1 . THE COMMANDING OFFICER OF NIGERIA'S 3RD DIVISION, MAJOR 
GENERAL E. O. ABISOYE, IS CURRENTLY VISITING VARIOUS UNITS OF 

HIS COMMAND AND WARNING HIS MEN AGAINST RUMOR MONGERING. A LOCAL 
PAPER REPORTS THAT HE TOLD THE TROOPS THAT ANY MEMBER OF THE 
ARMED FORCES FOUND GUILTY OF THIS CRIME WOULD BE SHOT. ABISOYE 
APPARENTLY ALSO MENTIONED "UNFOUNDED RUMORS (WHICH) HAD 
RECENTLY CIRCULATED WITHIN THE NIGERIAN ARMY ABOUT (AN) ALLEGED 
COUP ATTEMPT" AND SAID THAT THE MATTER HAD BEEN REFERRED TO THE 
DIRECTOR GENERAL OF SECURITY FOR INVESTIGATION. 

2. THE REMAINDER OF THE GENERAL'S MESSAGE TO HIS MEN WAS UP- 
BEAT, DESIGNED TO BOOST MORALE AND REDUCE UNHAPPINESS WITHIN THE 
ARMY. HE PROMISED LARGER HOUSING ALLOWANCES, BETTER TRANSPORT, 
IMPROVED WATER SUPPLY AND OTHER AMENITIES. 

3. COMMENT: ABISOYE ABVIOUSLY REMAINS CONCERNED ABOUT 
RECENT STOREIS CONNECTING HIS NAME WITH ALLEGED COUP PLOTTING 
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(KADUNA 41 1). HE HAS NOW FOLLOWED UP ON HIS JOS PRESS CONFERENCE 
(KADUNA 457) TO GO ON THE OFFENSIVE WITH HIS COMMAND IN AN 
EFFORT TO PUT AN END TO THE RUMORS AND DEMONSTRATE HIS LOYALTY. 

WE UNDERSTAND THAT THERE IS CONCERN WITHIN THE FMG OVER CON- 
TIMING RUMORS OF COUP PLOTTING, AND WOULD EXPECT THAT ABISOYE'S 
CURRENT TOUR AND MESSAGE HAVE THE BLESSINGS OF THE ARMY 
HIERARCHY. IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO PREVENT RUMORS, EVEN THE MOST 
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FAR FETCHED, IN THIS RUMOR-PRONE COUNTRY BUT THE THREAT 
OF EXECUTION MAY HAVE SOME EFFECT WITHIN THE MILITARY. 
EASUM 
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